
  August 31, 2020 
 

 

Message from the Superintendent of Schools 

 

Parents & Guardians, 

Welcome back from summer holidays.  Despite our new COVID-19 context we are all looking forward to 

seeing everyone returning for the upcoming 2020-21 school year.  This school year will look and feel 

different.  I am confident our staff and students will come together to make it a successful year and 

parents and guardians will play a vital role. 

Our school Restart plans have been approved by the Ministry of Education.  We encourage you to 

communicate with your local school staff and administrative teams if you have any questions. 

Health and Safety 

We recognize that many of you are concerned for what this upcoming school year might bring.  We have 

followed the advice of the Provincial Health Office, Northern Health, and the Ministry of Education to do 

everything possible to mitigate risk to our students, staff, and community.  Each school will follow the 

BC Centre for Disease Control COVID-19 Public Health Guidance for K-12 School Settings and our district 

COVID-19 Exposure Control Plan as well. 

Educational Options 

Students and families will have several educational options as they plan to return to school for the 2020-

21 school year.  The options include: 

1. Regular In-class instruction for K to 12 in Prince Rupert Schools. 

2. Distributed Learning – students may enroll in a variety of distributed learning (distance 

learning/online learning) programs offered in BC.  Please see the following link for more 

information about this option: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-

12/support/classroom-alternatives 

3. Homeschooling (K-12) Please see the following link for more information about this option:  

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-

alternatives/homeschooling 

 

Immune Suppression 

If your child has a medical condition that prevents them from attending our schools in-person, please 

contact your local school directly for more information.  A doctor’s note indicating the need for 

accommodations due to health related risks will be required.  Accommodations may include some form 

of remote learning supervised by the district Connect Teachers. 

 

https://www.rupertschools.ca/index.php/2020/08/26/school-restart-plan-exposure-control-plan-for-covid-19/
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
https://www.rupertschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Exposure-Control-Plan-for-COVID-19-Draft-4-Sep-8-2020-1-converted.pdf
https://www.rupertschools.ca/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Exposure-Control-Plan-for-COVID-19-Draft-4-Sep-8-2020-1-converted.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/homeschooling
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/support/classroom-alternatives/homeschooling


 

Sm’algyax Language and Culture 

Sm’algyax language and culture will continue to be delivered to classes however there will be changes in 

some activities due as required by COVID-19 protocols. 

Inclusive Education 

Students with special needs enrolled in SD 52 schools will continue to have access to the full range of 

supports typically offered in our schools.  Parents and Guardians should communicate with their school 

based team directly as services for Occupational Therapy, Speech Therapy and Hearing services may be 

different. 

Next Steps 

We know that this time of uncertainty has been challenging for families.  Our goal will be to continue to 

be flexible and adapt to a changing situation however we will always prioritize student and staff safety 

while meeting the learning needs of all our students. 

Everyone is working hard on becoming familiar with the new way of doing things. We will continue to 

post updates to the district website and you will start receiving communications from your child’s school 

as well.   

Again, this is new to all of us however we are excited and confident in welcoming back our students. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Andrew Samoil 

Superintendent of Schools 

250-624-6717 

 

 


